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corn growing upon it. The matter was inexplicable; the pos-
sible loss of his claim made him feel extremely uncomfortable.
His supposed possession by virtne of claim law, had, to all
human appearances, passed into the hands of some more suc-
cessful squatter. The unhappy man immediately notified the
Committee of Arbitration of the state of the case, and solicited
their attention forthwith to this strange affair. The Arbitrators
came, and sure enough, there was the fence, the cultivated
ground, and the young corn some four inches in height, appar-
ently thriving luxuriantly. The claimant made his statement,
alleging that he had, within the past week, walked over this
very piece of ground, and saw no fence or signs of improvement.
The Arbitrators were greatly perplexed, and sat down on a log
to deliberate. The case was discussed for some time, but no
satisfactory conclusion being arrived at, the conversation relapsed
into silence—each secmed involved in his own contemplations
as to the instability of human affairs, especially in the matter
of elaim titles. At length one of the Arbitrators sprang sud-
denly upon his feet, apparently having seized hold of a new
idea; he proceeded to take down a portion of the fence so as
to remove the botton rail; this being done, he burst forth into an
exultant langh—ihe revealment of the mystery now flashed
across the minds of all present. The grass, which had been
pressed down by the bottom rail, was still fresh and green, dem-
onstrating that the fence had not been built more than twenty-
four hours, and diselosing furthermore, the probability that the
corn had, within the like period, been transplanted to its present
location. Tt was subsequently ascertained that the corn was
brought from a field on the neighboring prairie, and carefully
planted here. This ingenious contrivance to jump the elaim
of a Pike Creek squatter, was unanimously declared by the
Arbitrators to be a piece of outlawry, and the complainant
was adjudged to be rightful possessor of the ground. The
claimant, who had been greatly alarmed, since his discovery



